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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Nicola Toneri 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those 
for a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, 
provide a comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in 
Scotland? 

Broadly the principles do provide a useful framework. It is all a question of how the 
interdependencies between them play out. In relation to these interdependencies, I have a 
number of observations: 

If they are to have the intended impact, it is important that climate investments that support 
jobs are linked with investment in training for the work and matched to realistic timescales. 

It is generally accepted that the movement towards home working has been accelerated by 
the Covid pandemic. If the government (s) are serious about ‘taking a lead’ to support home 
working, urgent attention must be given to bring connectivity up to speed in rural areas. 
This is even more important if the delivery of health services is remote. In addition, where 
cycling is not realistic (mountainous routes or narrow main routes), ‘taking a lead’ includes 
development of an effective, sustained and integrated public transport network.  

There is an urgency about supporting our national food production infrastructure. It is 
possible that Scotland could produce far more of its own food than it does. In a resilient, net 
zero world, our farmers should be supported to provide food that is consumed locally. The 
interconnectedness of community, health, food and locality must be taken into account. Eg 
Small scale trawlers operating out of the East Coast should not be disadvantaged by 
supertrawlers because of so called economies of scale that fail to take account of travel, 
transportation costs or the social impact on the community – we need to find ways of 
investing in a green recovery that creates positive social impact. 

Opportunities for redeployment should accompany the loss of jobs that become redundant 
as a result of a changed government agenda. 

What is needed is an enforceable climate change action code of practice. Companies 
developing new industries and providing new services must be held accountable for their 
carbon footprint. Real time, as they are happening, study of these industries should be 
undertaken in schools and colleges to activate the understanding of the upcoming 
generation, giving them a live and growing knowledge base that is currently lacking. 

In terms of industries that increase greenhouse emissions, the system of carbon taxes will 
have a strong role to play.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Poverty – The Scottish Borders has the one of the lowest average incomes in the country. 
Any allocation of funding for green home improvement that is linked with the need for the 
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resident to put money up front to match the grant will only benefit the better off – who might 
make the improvements anyway, but who will be in the minority. 

Complexity – green recovery, because it will only be achieved through interconnected 
‘systems led’ thinking, does not sit comfortably alongside planning ‘silos’ or the budgetary 
processes that are based on annual accounts. It needs to be driven both top down and 
bottom up.  

We need models of how a community can take action together on a range of fronts to tackle 
climate change based on the kinds of communities we have. We need to be enabled to 
understand the connections between such community actions and large, industrial or 
national scale decisions, developments and innovations. 

Lack of forward thinking. Vision – so that people in a community can see themselves 
positively in their new ‘meeting the climate challenge’ suits. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

• Integrated national green travel network. 

• Rural Connectivity. 

• Support local, sustainable, food production and distribution networks 

• Maximise green energy production/ Low impact housing to support local 
communities. 

• Education – fiscal/energy/working with nature/ vision. 


